	Executive Committee Report of the 150th Anniversary Year 2006
Your Committee has met on nine occasions during 2006 and this report summarises the main highlights from a very successful 150th Anniversary Year. 

The year started on a beautiful New Year’s Day with a good crowd watching an excellent match on the Jackson Field and it ended at Lord’s on another brilliant day in late September when a strong Club XI defeated Cross Arrows in a terrific 600 run match. 

However the year was also tinged with great sadness with the deaths of three of our Club stalwarts, Brian Atkins, Mike Furse and Simon Ripper, all of whom will be sorely missed. Brian was associated with the Club since 1949 and there were few Club offices that he did not hold in that time. Mike, as well as being a former player and Club Secretary, was the instigator of the most successful Anniversary Book which gave him great pleasure. Simon was a player, Colts Secretary, Hon Auditor for the last eight years and a terrific supporter of the Annual Dinner and Summer Ball and his death at the age of fifty-one is so untimely. 

Performances on the cricket field were as good as the Club has experienced for many years – the 1st XI, under Chris Owen’s excellent leadership and with great camaraderie and team spirit, were 4th in the Thames Valley League (TVL) Div 1; the 2nd XI, under Paul Weston’s tutelage and competitive spirit, narrowly missed out on winning TVL Div 4 but were still promoted in second position; the 3rd XI, under Huw Thomas’s consistently unassuming approach, were the best team in the TVL Div 7 but came 3rd after not putting out a side on two occasions due to a variety of circumstances. The Sunday XI under Evan H-P and Rob Viney had a very good season, winning most games including that against The Class of ’96 captained by Peter Butler. Luke Jackson won the Batting Award with 984 runs and David Atkinson, the Bowling Award, with 54 wickets.

The Cricket Week was great in all respects – two wins against the MCC and TVL XI and a narrow defeat to a Bucks XI, all played out in the most glorious weather conditions. It was great to see many ex-Amersham stalwarts turn out in the special games against Pete Butler’s XI, Howard Atkins’ Sons of Amersham XI and Bill Tyrwhitt-Drake’s President’s XI.

The Colts section also had a very good season with numbers up to nearly 120 and over 60 matches played – a very demanding challenge for the Colts Secretary, Philip Ketteringham, who somehow seemed to manage to smile throughout and even found time for several excellent BBQs on Monday coaching evenings. We were competitive in all age groups although, apart from the U-17s winning the Middlesex League, we did not bring home any silverware. Further developments are planned for 2007 with probably some B sides at some of the younger age groups.

Your Committee has worked enormously hard to deliver such a successful year and they are all due our considerable thanks. The ground has consistently looked a picture all year and the wickets have generally played well – this is all due to the hard work put in by Jim Sanderson, ably supported by Nick Piper. Our teas are amongst the best in the TVL thanks to the excellent work of Margaret and Melanie.

We enjoyed a very high standard of off the field activities including:

· The Anniversary Book, the brainchild of Mike Furse and edited by Jon Marks. 

· The gallery of Club photographs so carefully compiled by Simon Ripper and available to view on the Club website (www.amershamcc.ndo.co.uk) and now enhanced by a gallery of Anniversary year photographs. 

· The new on the field and off the field Club kit with the Anniversary logo. 

· The very successful Anniversary Dinner for 200 guests at The Bellhouse with three marvellous speeches from Richard Bray, Alan Pegley and Sir Tim Rice. 

· The equally successful Anniversary Ball for some 300 guests beautifully organised by Matt Ash, Asa Bridle and Mel Weston. 

· The President’s Champagne Reception so well organised by Richard Gray and his team and held on yet another beautiful July day. 

As ever we are indebted to Ken Ward for, not only managing the finances so expertly, but also for his unstinting support during this special year. Although we did not set out this year with the aim of increasing our financial surplus, this is in fact what has resulted from the many successful initiatives and events – the surplus for the year prior to depreciation is almost ?£11,000 which is nearly ?£9,000 more than last year. Your committee will be considering alternative investment options with priority being given to the wicket, ground, nets and pavilion but with due consideration to the need for an adequate reserve.

As Peter Alexander is moving to the West Country, he is stepping down from the Committee. Peter’s dry wit and contribution to the Club as Bar Secretary will be hard to replace and we thank him for all he has done and wish him well in his new adventure. As Chris Owen is now a medical student in Southampton, he is stepping down from an excellent year as the 1st XI captain but I am delighted to say that he will take on the captaincy of the Sunday XI next year.

At the time of writing both Christopher Martin-Jenkins and Terry Jenner (Australian Test Cricketer and Shane Warne’s bowling coach) have confirmed their availability to speak at our Annual Dinner, to be held in the new venue of Amersham and Chiltern Rugby Club, on February 9th. Please complete the enclosed Reservation Form and I look forward to seeing as many of you and your guests there.

So that was 2006 and now looking forward to 2007 and beyond!



	

	David Mackintosh (Chairman) [Nov-2006


